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An automatically controlled cutting machine for cutting 
limp sheet material includes a vacuum holddown 
system 22 for holding the material in place on a 
support surface during a cutting operation. The level of 
vacuum holding the material is regulated during the 
cutting operation to ensure adequate holding forces, to 
prevent damage to the material, and to improve cutting 
performance. Control is accomplished by sensing the 
level of vacuum applied to the material and regulating 
the vacuum generator at a desired vacuum level. 
Sensor 60 operates lobe 82 to move servomotor 84 to 
operate regulating lobe 62. 
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